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Inspiring the Jewish Feture

Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

*  Famous story of the Apta Rav who said you can find an allusion to the mitzvah of 87an v om17 in every parsha. Where
can you find it in this parsha? He answered 277 is an acronym for ¥ 3m7man 7. His students were confused — but that’s not
how its spelled? He responded, when it comes to loving every Jew you can’t be so precise.

e Bilaam describes the Jewish people as “a nation that will dwell in solitude and not be reckoned among the nations” (23, 9).
See Netziv who explains the importance of the independence of the Jewish nation.

* Bilaam gives the Jewish people the blessing 7 0121 8777 . Rashi explains it is because the tents of the Jewish people did
not face another — 1°0 177 M7 17WR*] 5n°7) 131, Holy seforim explain this statement based on the medrash in Shir haShirim
5:2 5nm1 2> ann M7 WY AMY IR XONM 250 25nM w9 X170 — if you make a small opening like a needle God will open up like a
huge entryway. Our 5nm°a that we open with our efforts are vastly overshadowed by the doorways God opens up in response.

*  The Chofetz Chaim (on 22:6) explains that great people when they feel low go to a tzadik in order to get a bracha and feel
empowered. Balak, however did the exact opposite. He specifically went to a Bilaam not for bracha, but rather, to curse the
Jews. Balak was a bully with incredibly low self-esteem. Instead of trying to empower himself, he tried to push the Jews
down in order to make himself feel good.

*  What was the purpose of having a donkey prophesize to Bilaam? The Kli Yakar (22:28) says that this was done in order to
humble the uber-arrogant Bilaam; for he may have mistakenly thought that he actually deserved to be a prophet. Hashem in
turn reminded Bilaam that even something as unworthy as a donkey could receive prophecy.

Foundations
ay»a niRal
Bilaam’s Prophecy

In Parshas Balak we learn about the failed sinister plot of Balak, the King of Moav, who planned to hire Bilaam the prophet
to curse and wipe-out the Jews.

1. Bilaam’s Prophecy

a. Bilaam, a gentile, was considered to be the greatest philosopher of all time (Eichah Rabba Pesikta 2) and
experienced prophecy on the level of Moshe Rabbeinu (Bamidbar Rabba 14:20; Sifrei Devarim 357).

b. Rav Tzadok explains that prophets typically receive some form of enigmatic Divine parable from which they are
forced to translate into their own words in order for others to comprehend (Aspaklaria She’Eina Me'ira).
This wasn'’t the case for Moshe and Bilaam, Hashem communicated THROUGH them (Aspaklaria Me’eira)
by speaking through their lips (Pri Tzadik, Balak 2).

i. See Sanhedrin 89a: "one prophetic signal may come to several prophets, but two prophets never
communicate a prophecy in exactly the same words".

ii. The Mabharil Diskin says that prophets are typically required to translate their own prophecy. This
time, Hashem sent His message incredibly clear (already translated/interpreted) so that Bilaam
couldn’t interpret it in a negative fashion to the detriment of the Jews.

2. Do all Prophesies Come True?
a. Rambam- Individual prophecies made to the prophet are not guaranteed, while prophecies meant for the
nation are (Intro to Peirush HaMishnayos).
b. Maharal- Difference between “nevuah” and “havtacha”. All nevuos come true; havtacha is dependent on
other factors (Gevuros Hashem, Chap. 7).
3. Conditions for Receiving Prophecy
a. R’ Yochanan states that a Navi needs the following qualifications: Might, wealth, wisdom (chochma), and
humility (Nedarim 38a). The Gemara in Shabbos (92a) takes out ‘humility’ and replaces it with ‘height’ (a
Navi must be tall).

i. Shita Mikubetzes (Nedarim 38b)- Through achieving shleimus in all of these categories, the Navi
will be completely independent.

ii. Divrei Shaul (ibid.) claims that the Navi will be a suitable person to give rebuke being that he has
achieved mastery in all of these fields yet is still humble.

iii. Ran (ibid.) - The Navi must be a man of stature and prominence in order to attract the people.

iv. Rambam (Yesodei Hatorah, Chap 7.)- A Navi must be able to conquer his inclinations
(“gibor/mighty”) and must be happy with his lot (“ashir/wealthy”). Also see intro to Shmonah
Perakim where the Rambam says that through learning misseches Avos one can attain nevuah.



